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§ 1606.5 Informal conference.
On timely request by the recipient,

the Corporation employee who made
the preliminary determination shall
promptly conduct an informal con-
ference with the recipient at a time
and place designated by the employee.
The parties thereto shall exchange
views, seek to narrow the issues, and
explore the possibilities of settlement
or compromise. At the conclusion of
the conference, which may be ad-
journed for deliberation or consulta-
tion, the Corporation employee may, in
writing, modify, withdraw, or affirm
the preliminary determination. The re-
cipient may, within 5 days thereafter,
make written request for a hearing
under §§ 1606.8 through 1606.14 of this
part.

[43 FR 32770, July 28, 1978. Redesignated and
amended at 48 FR 54199, Nov. 30, 1983]

§ 1606.6 Initiation of proceedings.
Within 10 days after receipt of a re-

quest for a hearing made under
§ 1606.4(b) or § 1606.5, the Corporation
shall notify a recipient in writing of:

(a) The name of the presiding officer,
and of the attorney who will represent
the Corporation;

(b) The date, time and place sched-
uled for a prehearing conference, if any
should be requested or ordered; and

(c) The date, time and place sched-
uled for the hearing.

[43 FR 32770, July 28, 1978. Redesignated and
amended at 48 FR 54199, Nov. 30, 1983]

§ 1606.7 Presiding officer.
(a) The presiding officer shall be ap-

pointed by the President, and shall be
a person who is familiar with legal
services and supportive of the purposes
of the Act, who is independent, and
who is not an employee of the Corpora-
tion.

(b) Within 5 days of receipt of the no-
tice required under § 1606.6, the recipi-
ent shall notify the Corporation if it
objects to the presiding officer on the
grounds that the person does not sat-
isfy the criteria stated in § 1606.7(a), or
is personally biased. The notice shall
state the specific facts and documents
that the recipient contends support its
objection, and, if a pre-hearing con-
ference has not been scheduled, shall

request a pre-hearing conference for
the purpose of presenting the objec-
tion. At the pre-hearing conference,
the recipient and the Corporation may
question the presiding officer for a rea-
sonable period of time on matters rel-
evant to the recipient’s objection.

(c) The recipient shall, within 5 days
following the pre-hearing conference,
notify the Corporation of any further
facts that it contends support its objec-
tions. The President shall, within 10
days following the pre-hearing con-
ference, either sustain the objection
and appoint a new hearing officer or
overrule the objection.

(d) No objection to the appointment
of a presiding officer may be made un-
less presented in the manner specified
by this section.

[43 FR 32770, July 28, 1978. Redesignated and
amended at 48 FR 54199, Nov. 30, 1983]

§ 1606.8 Pre-hearing conference.

(a) A pre-hearing conference may be
ordered by the presiding officer, and
shall be ordered if requested by either
the recipient or the Corporation. The
matters to be considered at the con-
ference shall include:

(1) Proposals to define and narrow
the issues;

(2) Efforts to stipulate the facts, in
whole or in part;

(3) The probable number, identity,
and order of presentation of exhibits
and witnesses;

(4) On the agreement of the parties,
the possibility of presenting the case
on written submission or oral argu-
ment;

(5) The desirability of advance sub-
mission of some or all of the direct tes-
timony in writing;

(6) Any necessary variation in the
date, time and place of the hearing;

(7) Discussion of settlement; and
(8) Such other matters as may be ap-

propriate.
(b) In advance of the pre-hearing con-

ference, the presiding officer may re-
quire a party to submit a written
statement discussing any matter de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section.
After the pre-hearing conference, the
presiding officer may establish the pro-
cedures, consistent with this part, to
be followed at the hearing.
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